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Britney Breaux, Chair
Tuesday, September 26, 2023, 1:00pm
Terrebonne Parish Library
151 Library Drive, Houma, LA
I. Pledge of allegiance
II. Roll call and introduction of guests
Voting Members Present: 
Eric Blanchard
Laquita Meek
Sheb Callahan
Joey Edgar
George Jackson
Edward Frekey
Britney Breaux

Voting Members Absent:
Chalin Delaune
Trudy Luke 
Pete Gerica
Al Cassagne
Rodney Parfait
Dannon Lacoste

Non-Voting Members Present:
Peyton Cagle
Julie Falgout in for Melissa Daigle

Non-Voting Members Absent:
Jack Isaacs
Edward Skena

No quorum, board did not take up the January 17th meeting minutes or approval of the agenda. Skipped to New Business.

VI. New Business

A. Jason Froeba provided an update on fisheries disaster funding

2019 flood Disaster Spending Plan, state-wide meetings to provide information 
· In 2019, extensive freshwater flooding caused significant impacts to coastal resources including oysters, shrimp, blue crabs, and finfish 
· During the 2019-2020 fiscal year, Congress appropriated a total of $165 million for declared fisheries disasters in the United States
· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) allocated $58,284,841 of this funding to Louisiana 

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
Sheb Callahan, Joey Edgar and George Jackson arrived, the board called roll again at this point and quorum was achieved. 

Voting Members Present: 
Eric Blanchard
Laquita Meek
Sheb Callahan
Joey Edgar
George Jackson
Edward Frekey
Britney Breaux

Voting Members Absent:
Chalin Delaune
Trudy Luke 
Pete Gerica
Al Cassagne
Rodney Parfait
Dannon Lacoste

Non-Voting Members Present:
Peyton Cagle
Julie Falgout in for Melissa Daigle

Non-Voting Members Absent:
Jack Isaacs
Edward Skena

III. Eric Blanchard motioned to approve the January 17, 2023 meeting minutes, 2nd by George Jackson. Motion carries.
IV. Edward Frekey motioned to remove item D. under new business, “To Hear a Presentation on an Oyster Shell Recycling Program in Terrebonne Parish That Would Use Derelict Crab Traps from 2024 Removal Program- CRCL, Darrah Bach” and approve the agenda as amended, 2nd by Eric Blanchard. Motion carries.
V. Financial report:
Remaining Fund Balance- $46,066
Remaining Budget Balance- $46,066

Edward Frekey motioned to approve the financial report as presented, 2nd by Eric Blanchard. Motion carries.
VI. New Business
B. Peyton Cagle provided a presentation on the 2024 derelict crab trap removal areas
· The first closure will occur in the Pontchartrain Basin, between southern Lake Borgne and the eastern portion of the Biloxi Marsh, from 12 a.m. February 1, 2024, through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2024. 
· The second closure will occur in the Barataria Basin, south of Empire and Venice, from 12 a.m. February 1, 2024, through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2023. 
· The third closure will occur in the Terrebonne Basin, between the Houma Navigational Canal and Bayou du Large, from 12 a.m. February 1, 2024, through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2024. 
· The fourth closure will occur in the Vermilion-Teche Basin, in an area from the Acadiana Navigational Channel and the western shore of Vermilion Bay, from 12 a.m. February 1, 2024, through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2024. 
· The fifth closure will occur in the Mermentau Basin, in the Mermentau River south of Catfish Locks, from 12 a.m. February 1, 2024, through 11:59 p.m. February 14, 2024. 
· The sixth closure will occur in the Pontchartrain Basin, in Lake Maurepas, from 12 a.m. February 26, 2024, through 11:59 p.m. March 6, 2024. 
Eric Blanchard requested that they label landmarks when making big vertical or horizontal runs across open marsh.  This is typically done, but in this one instance will try to label a mile marker or something where the horizontal run starts

C. The board heard the MSC crab reassessment results 

Peyton Cagle provided the results of the MSC crab reassessment to the board. Explained that the current reassessment has two conditions on the fishery.  Both of these conditions pertain to diamond back terrapins (DBT), the lack of population research and if incidental mortality from crab traps hinder the population. Explained that an action plan is needed to submit with any comments we have regarding the scoring. Recommended that the task force utilize ongoing research by Dr. Tim Clay as part of the action plan and it could be considered by the LCTF if they wanted to study, recommend, or support research on observer coverage, excluder devices, or a bycatch study.  

Dr. Clay spoke of his research and the upcoming head-start program where they will utilize local schools to help raise hatched diamond back terrapins and release them; similar work has been done on the east coast.  The LCTF spoke heavily on concerns of additional regulations and their concerns that new data could negatively impact them.  MSC does not determine state regulations, this is simply an action plan to show the fishery client (LCTF) is working to address the conditions.

Eric Blanchard motioned to support Dr. Clay’s hatchery research as a part of an action plan for MSC, 2nd by Laquita Meek. Motion carries.

Sheb Callahan exited the meeting and the task force lost quorum.

D. Officer elections – no action taken, lost quorum

VII. Public comment- no comment
VIII. Next meeting to be announced at a later date, meeting later set for Tuesday, February 20, 2024 for 10:00am at the Terrebonne Parish Council Chambers.
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Objective 1: Equipment Reimbursement Grants

Applicant Eligibility:
+ Must be 18 years or older and a Louisiana resident

« Ifapplying as 2 LLC, Corporation or Partnership, must be i Good Standing,
with the Secretary of tate.

+ Must possess a currentresident LDWF commercialfisherman's
license, vessel icense, wholesale retal deler cense, or charter
captain icense

+ Commercial ishermen and charter captains must have a certiied
endorsement on their icense

+ Must be an active saitwater fishery participant

+ Docks, processing faciltes, or any other type of facilty must be.
located in Louisiana

+ Must have reported saltwater seafood sales on LDWF trp ickets inan
2018 or 2019 and 2020 or 2021, If appicant is
o required to submil rip tickets, applicant must show proof of
business activy n required years

+ Applcants who entered fishery for the firsttime after 2019 are not
elgivie

+ Applcants who left fishery after 2019 and cld not retur are not eigise
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Objective 1: Equipment Reimbursement Grants

Equipment Eligibility: Equipment, repairs, modifcations, or
upgrades meeting any of the criteria below Wil be considered eigiole.
All equipment must be purchased new. Reimbursements for labor
costs associated with professional nstallation s limited {0 a proposed
5% of total cost of equipment, capped at 54,500.

Increases harvesting and processing efficiency
Increases fuel efficiency

Increases product quality and marketability
Increases access to restricted/more regulated higher
markets (1. white tag oysters)

Decreases environmental impacts

Decreases maintenance and overhead burden
Adapts to changing coast ine and environmental
impacts

Allows for increased travel times and distances

Expenses associated with new fishing methods or
entering a new fishery

Elevation of equipment and facilies

@
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Objective 1: Equipment Reimbursement Grants
Application Process will be two phased
Phase 1: Registration and Profile

+ Scheduled to open September § justprior to start of nformational
meetings.

+ Applicants can register in the new grant management system and
complete profile information (Name, address, SSN/EIN, license and
vessel nformation)

+ Information suppliedin the profile wil be used later to autofil your
application

+ Once registration and profile is complete, users will eceive

communication about the available grant program via email and
telephone numbers provided

Phase 2: Application
+ Openingwil be scheduled at a later date

+ Applicants will be required to enter receipt and quote information
and uploadany required documentation

@
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Louisiana 2019 Flood Disaster Spend Plan

Approved Spend Plan:

+ Ofthe 558,284 841 allocated to Louisiana, 52,084,841, o
‘approximately 3.5% will be set aside to cover administiative costs
incurred by LOWF assoclated with this four-year plan

+ $56,200,000 allocated to the seven objectives listed below:

Objecive Amount
[Easpment Rarbursamert Garis 525550000
[ubic Seed Ground Cutchpiarss $4000000
1= Oyser s Ebarcemerd Graris $3000000
[Reseatchand Developmentof Low ity Toloart Oysters. 55000000
(Commercal an rarer Vesss Access Grans. 54000000
[Fabiatand Hirogic mproremert Grais. Si3250000
Mathe Acuscutre Grarts 55000000
Tom 556200000
Changes to the Plan:

+ Grant period reduced from 6 to 4 years.
+ Mateh requirement eliminated from all grant programs.
+ Eligiblity based on participation In impacted fisheries
+ Potential changes to objectives in the future
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Louisiana 2019 Flood Disaster Spend Plan

‘Spend Plan Implementation:
+ Currently Ongoing
+ Research and Development of Low-saliiy Tolerant Oysters.
+ Immediate Implementation
+ Equipment Rembursement Grants
+ Fiscal Year 23
+ Publc Seed Ground Cultch Plants
+ Commercial and Charter Vessel Access Grants
+ Feasbilty Assessment

+ Atemative Oyster Cuture Enhancement Grants
+ Habiat and Hydrologle Improvement Grants
+ Marine Aguaculure Grants.
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Task 1: Equipment Reimbursement Grants
Budget: $23,950,000

‘The maximum relmbursement amount for eligible expenses is
proposed at $30,000

Retroactive to September 1, 2019

ard |Match Value of Equipmel
Amount equirement |Requis lect
um Award Amount @
$10,000 5% 510,526
520,000 0% §22,200
: 15% $35,204

‘One maximum level ($30,000) and no match required
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